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THE HOLT DIARY
PURPOSE

This book is provided to reveal a realistic view of farm life in
Otsego during the period from 1877 through 1890.
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THE OTSEGO HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION

The Heritage Preservation Commission (OHPC) was established June
27, 1994 by Otsego City Ordinance No. 94-9.

The ordinance states the purpose of the OHPC is to preserve
historic sites and structures which reflect the city's cultural,
social, economic, political, visual or architectural history and
to work for the continuing education of the citizens of Otsego

by publishing historical information. This book responds to the
purpese stated in this ordinance. It is the fifth publication by
the OHPC; others are:

Otsego In The Beginning - 1852 to 1880 (1996)
The Otsego Cemetery - 1854 to 1996 (1997)
Life At The Brick House - 1911 to 1931 (1998)
Woman In The Wilderness (ca. 1853} (1999)

The CHPC has collected many historical pictures, maps and other
documents. These are displayed at the Otsego City Hall.

An annual "Heritage DAy" was established in 1995 and has been
well attended.

In addition, the OHPC publishes a column “Historical Highlights"
in the Otsego VIEW newsletter.

Commission members in the year 2000 are:
Ron Black, Chairman
Arlene Holen
Frieda Lobeck
Joan Nichols, Secretary
Elaine Norin
Norman Schwanbeck

Joy Swenson, Vice-Chr.




ACQUISITION OF THE HOLT DIARY

In 1990, the "Historical Committee" (which preceded formation
of the OHPC) was searching for information about Otsego at
the Wright County Historical Society. In their files, the
following letters were found. There was no record of a
response. The committee's attempts fo follow up were
unsuccessful until 1995.
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Letter from Ralph Holt, son of the author of the Diary, to
the WCHS.




WRIGHT COUNTY RISTORICGAL SOCIETY
101 Lake Boulevazd MW
Buffalo, Minnesots 33313

April S, 1978

2 lake Strest
Zephyrhills, Florids 33399

Dear My. Holg,

Thack you very mush for your.letter with fts information gbout che
logging., We. very much appreciate your taking en interest to our work

Ye would very muclf 1ike to heve the disry of your facher and will
be pleased to pay the poatage 60 that you ¢on gend it to us. We enclose
two coples of an 4caession sheet. Pleass gign ths original and return
it to ue with the dedty. '

The logging industyy end ite timee were very exciting. We have
taped ong othsr Loggew who telle ue about the huge drives and the tripe
down the wivex, If you wauld Like to write dom soms of your sxperieness
snd send them €0 us, we would bde delighted to add 1t to our files. Thank

you again,

Sincerely,

Frack Boggatt
Orxal Aistorisn
i/

Letter from WCHS to Ralph Holt




In 1995, while OHPC members were recording an oral history
from Eugene and Dorothy Cooley, they learned that a former
resident of Otsego, Robert “"Bob" Holt, had information and

an interest in the history of Otsego. Mr. Holt was contacted
and they discovered he had the diary.

After the author, Will Holt's son Ralph died in 1989, the
diary was given to Willard's niece, Helen Parker (Mrs. Arnold)
Engstrom. Mrs. Engstrom gave it to Bob Holt. Bob Holt's
grandfather was Will Holt's brother, Sydney. After Bob
learned of the OHPC and their interest in preserving the
history of Otsego, he donated the diary to the OHPC for safe-
keeping and to make it available to others.

On the first page of the diary, the author used the given
name "William®, He is listed in the 1865 census as Willard,
in 1870 as Willard (age 10), in 1875 as Willie, in 1880 as
Willard fage 20), in 1885 as wm. {age 24), and in 1920 as
William (age 59). He was usually known as "Will".
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ABOUT THE HOLT DIARY

Will Holt kept this diary from August 21, 1877 through December 4,
1890. The diary contains one-line entries for each day, documenting
wind directions and weather and crop growing conditions. Events
such as births, deaths and marriages are often written at the
bottom of the page for each month. The author used different

styles of penmanship from time to time.

In addition to providing information about events such as births,
deaths and marriages, he provides a realistic view of farm life in
Otsego. He reveals that he and other nearby farmers worked as
lumbermen during the winters.

There are many references to the Ingersoll brick factory, the type
of work done, people who worked there and numbers of bricks made.
Will's mother was Julia Frances Ingersoll Holt, daughter of David
Look Ingersoll, founder of the factory.

Other activities mentioned are the church “camp meetings', daances
and "sings" at various homes, trips to nearby towns to attend the
¢circus, visit the dentist, have watch repaired, purchase boots, etc.

The Missippi river is mentioned often; ice conditions, water levels,
ferry activities, and drownings.

Copies of several pages follow. These are reduced in size from
the original which is about 8 by 13 inches.
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GENEALOGY

Willard Holt was born in Otsego to William Henry Holt and Julia
Frances Ingersoll Holt on January 26, 1860 at their farm. The
house and other buildings are still in use at 8982 Mason Avenue NE.

Will purchased nearby land and built a house and barn at 12731
NE 95th Street (also known as County Road 39). He married
Elizabeth "Lizzie" Parker and had four children; Mary, Ralph,
Clifton and Edwin. Willard died February 10, 1937 at his farm.
Lizzie died in December 1924. Both rest in the historic Otsego
cemetery.

Ralph Holt purchased property at 11701 NE 95th Street. He married
Eva Moss. Later, they moved from Otsego to Anoka.

The following records were furnished by Barbara Kirsch (Mrs. James)
Day, a great-granddaughter of Eunice Holt Ricker, sister of Will Holt.

Generation # Date of birth
1 Thomas Holt 1576
2 Nicholas Holt 1602
3 Samuel Holt 1641
4 Samuel Holt 1670
S John Holt 1707
6 Jeremiah Holt 1734
7 Barachias Holt 1763
8 Barachias Holt 1790
9 William Holt 1820
10 Willard Holt 1860

i1 Ralph Holt 1895
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Descendants of Thomas Holt

Generation No. |
1. Thomas' Bolt was born 1576, and died in Of Romsey, Hants, England.

Child of Thomas Holt is:
+ 2 i, Nicbolas? Bolt, born October 19, 1602.

Generation No. 2

2. Nicholas? Hoit (Thomas') was bom October 19, 1602. He married Elizabetb Short, daughter of
Abraham Short. She was born 1606.

Children of Nicholas Holt and Elizabeth Short are:

+ 3 i.  Elizabeth® Holt, born Masch 38, 1636.
+ 4 ii. Samuel Holt, bom October 06, 1641 in Newbury, E. Mass.; died November 07, 1703 in Andover,
Massachuseties.

Generation No. 3

3. Elizabetb® Holt (Nicholas?, Thomas') was born March 30, 1636, She mamed Ralph Farmham October
25, 1658 in Andover, Essex- Massachusetts, son of R. Farnham and Alice Famham. He was born 1633 in
Southampton, Hamgps, England, and died January 08, 1691/92 in Andover, Essex- Massachusetts.

Children of Elizabeth Holt and Ralph Faroham are:

5 i. Sarah* Famum, boru January [4, §660/61. She mamed Benjamin Abbott April 22, 1685, bon December
20, 1662.
+ 6 it. Hannah Farnum, bom July 12, 1668 in Andover, Essex- Massachusetts; died January 30, 1758

4. Samuel® Holt (Nicholas?, Thomas') was boen October 06, 1641 in Newbury, E. Mass., and died
Novembes 07, 1703 in Andover, Massachusettes. He marmmied Sarah Allen 1669 in Masschusettes, danghter of
Andrew Allen and Faith Ingalls. She was born 1646, and died April 03, 1716 in Andover, Massachusettes.

Child of Samuel Holt and Sarah Allen is:
+ 7 i, Samuel Holt, born August 03, 1670 in Andover, Essex. Massachusetts; died July 20, 1747 in Andover,
Essex- Massachusetts.

Generation No. 4

6. Hannah? Farnum (Elizabeth? Holt, Nicholas?, Thomas!) was born July 12, 1668 in Andover, Essex-
Massachusetts, and died January 30, 1758. She married Samuel Holt, son of Samuel Holt and Sarah Allen. He
was born August 03, 1670 in Andover, Essex- Massachusetis, and died July 20, 1747 in Andover, Essex-
Massachusetts.

Child of Hannah Farnum and Samuel Holt is.
+ 8 i. John? Holt, born 1707 in Andover, Essex- Massachusetts; died in Andover, Esscx- Massachusetts

7. Samuel® Holt (Samuel’, Nicholas?, Thomas?) was born August 03, 1670 in Andover, Essex-
Massachusetts, and died July 20, 1747 in Andover, Essex- Massachusetts He mamed Hagnah Farnum,
daughter of Ralph Famham and Elizabeth Holt. She was born July 12, 1668 in Andover, Essex- Massachusetts,
and died January 30, 1758.

Child is listed abave under (6) Hannah Famum.
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Generation No. 5

8. Johu$ Holt (Samuel!, Samuel®, Nicholas?, Thomas!) was born 1707 in Andover, Essex- Massachusens,
and died in Andover, Essex- Massachusetts. He married Mary Lewis March 08, 1730/31 in Andover, Essex-
Massachusetts. She was born Abt. 1709 in Andover, Essex- Massachusetts, and died Abt. 1745 in Andover,
Essex- Massachusetts.

Child of John Holt and Mary Lewis is:
+ 9 i, Jerimiah® Holt, born March 31, 1734 in Andover, Essex- Massachusetts; died 1816 in Wiiton,
Hillsborough. NH..

Generation No. 6

9. Jerimiah® Holt (John?, Samuel?, Samued, Nicholas?, Thomas!) was bor March 31, 1734 in Andover,
Essex- Massachusetts, and died 1816 in Wilton, Hillsborough, NH.. He married Hansnab Abbott Aprf 21, 1756
in Andover, Essex- Massachusetts. She was born May 29, 1737 in Andover, Essex- Massachusetts, and died
November 1812 in Wilton, Hillsborough, NH..

Child of Jenimiah Holt and Hannah Abbott is:
+ 10 i, Barachias? Holt, born Abt. 1763 in Wilton, Hillsborough, NH..

Generation No. 7

10. Barachias? Holt (Jerimiah®, John®, Samuel, Samuel’, Nicholas?, Thomas') was born Abt. 1763 in
Wilton, Hillsborough, NH.. He married Elizabeth Shattuck October 14, 1783 in Wilton, Hillsborough, NH..
She was born November 16, 1760 in Wiltonr, Hillsborough, NH..

Child of Barachias Holt and Elizabeth Shattuck is:
+ 1 i, Barachias® Holt, botn 1790 in Wilton, Hilisborough, NH.; died April 21, i838 in Bangor, Penobscoit Co.
ME..

Generation No. 8

11. Barachias® Holt (Barachias?, Jerimiaht, John$, Sarnuel®, Samuel3, Nicholas?, Thomas!) was born 1790 in
Wilton, Hillsborough, NH., and died April 21, 1838 in Bangor, Peaobscott Co. ME.. He married Nancy Foisom,
daughter of Samuel Folsom and Nancy Shephard. She was bom September 25, 1796 in Deerfield, Rockingham,
NH., and died September 1856 in Bangor, Penobscont Co. ME..

Children of Barachias Holt and Nancy Folsom are:
+ 12 i. William Henry® Holt, born 1830 in Bangor, Penobscott Co, ME.; died May 21, 1888 in Gtsego, MN.
13 i, Gus Holt.

Generation No. 9

12, William Henry® Holt (Barachias®, Barachias?, Jerimiah®, John$, Samuel, SamueP, Nicholas?, Thomas!)
was bom 1830 in Bangor, Penobscott Co. ME., and died May 21, 1888 in Otsego, MN. He maried Julia
Fraacis Ingersoll August 27, 1859, daughter of David Ingersoll and Eunice Look. She was bom February 24,
841 in Columbiana, Wasgington Co. ME., and died 1389 in Otsego, MN,

More About William Henry Holt:
Cause of Death; Cancer of Stomach

More About Julia Francis Ingersoll:
Cause of Death: Abdominal Tumor
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Children of William Holt and Julia Ingersoll are:

+ 14 i« Willard™ Holt, born 1860 in Otsego, MN; died 1937 in Otsego, MN.
+ 15 a.  Alice Holt, born 1862 in Otsego, MN; died 1946 m Otsego, MN.
16 iii. Baslin Holt, born 1865.
+ 17 iv. Sydnev A. Holt, born January 14, 1865 in Otsego, MN; died 1939 in Otsego, MN,
+ I3 <. Minnic Holt, born 1868 in Otsego, MN; died 1948 in Otsego, MN.

+ 19 vi. Gerrude(Gertie) Holt, born 1869 in Otsego, MN; died June 02, 1950 in Otsego, MN.
20 vii. Harry D. Holt, boro 1871 in Otsego, MN; died 1952 in Princaton, MN,

Notes for Harry D. Holt:

Harry D. Holt died in Prineton, Nurcing Home- MN.

He was never masried and was a farmer-He bad lived with his brother Svdney.
He was diagnosed with a handicapp at age 18

- 21 vw.  Funioe Ellen Holt, born December 03, 1873 in Otsego, MN; died 1913 in Otsego, MN.

. 22 ix. Adcha Holt, born 1878 in Otsego, MN; died February 06, 1967,
23 1 AbbicE. Holt, bom 1880 i Otsego, MN; died 1830 in Otsego, MN.,
24 xi. Twib 1. Holt, bosn 188L.

25 xii. Twin2. Holt, bomn 1381,
26 xiii. Hubert E. Holt, born Sepiember 11, 1884 in Otsego, MN; died December 24, 1834 in Otsego, MN.

More About Hubert E. Holt:
Cause of Death; Convultions

27 xiv. Leroy Holt, born 1887 in Otsego, MN; died in Oregon.
More About Leroy Holt:
Adoption: 1889, By his brother Syduey, as an aggrecment to raise his brother and keep the family farm.

Generation No. 19
14. Willard'® Holt (William Henry®, Barachias®, Barachias?, Jerimiah®, John’, Samuel?, Samuel?, Nicholas?,
Thomas!) was born 1860 in Otsego, MN, and died 1937 in Otsego, MN. He married Elizabeth Parker. She was
bom 1863, and died 1934 in Otsego, MN.

Childsen of Willard Holt and Elizabeth Parker are:

28 1. Mary" Holt, bom 1393 in Otsego, MN.

29 ii. Ralph E. Holt, born 1895; died 1989. He married Eva Moss; born 1894; died 1958,
30 ili. Clifton Holt, born 1898 in Otsego, MN; died 1914.

3 iv. Edwin Holt, born 1901 ip Otscgo, MIN; died 1979,

15, Alicet® Hott (William Henry®, Barachias®, Barachias?, Jerimiah$, John®, Samuel?, Samuel®, Nicholas?,
Thomas!) was born 1862 in Otsego, MN, and died 1946 in Otsego, MN. She married William Mosman.

Children of Alice Holt and William Mosman are:

k¥ i. Bertha'* Mosman.
33 ii. Ellen Mosman.
3¢ i, Sid Mosman.

35 iv. Wya Mosman.

36 v. Everent Mosman,
37 vi. Willard Mosman.
38 vii. Byron Mosman.

39 viii. Johnov Mostean,
40 ix. Preston Mosman.

17. Sydney A.' Holt (William Henry®, Barachias®, Barachias’, Jerimiahe, John®, Samuel, Samuel,
Nicholas?, Thomas') was bom January 14, 1865 in Otsego, MN, and died 1939 in Otsego, MN. He marned (1)
Clara Laura Borthwick December 03, 1888 in Otsego, MN., daughter of Alexander Borthwick and Lydia Hicks.
She was born December 03, 1869 in Otsego, MN, and died 1897 in Otsego, MN. He married (2) Julia Pepin
Abt. 1898 in Otsego, MN,, daughter of John Pepin. She was born Abt. 1867 in Otsego, MN.
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More About Clara Laura Borthwick:
Cause of Death: Diptheria

Children of Sydney Holt and Clara Borthwick are:

+ 4l ). Benjamin** Holt, bora 1891.
42 . Mary(Mamie) Holt, boro 1893.
43 iil. Alexander (Bud) Holt, born 1895
44 iv. Leslie E. Holt, born 1897.

18. Minnie!® Hole (William Henry?®, Barachias®, Barachias?, Jerimiah®, John®, Samuel!, Samuel®, Nicholas?,
Thomas!) was bom 1868 in Otsego, MN, and died 1948 in Otsego, MN. She married Charles Edward LaPlant,
son of Charles LaPlant. He was born 1865, and died 1955 in Otsego, M.

Children of Minnie Holt and Charies LaPlant are:
45 i. Guy" LaPlant, bomn 1890 in Qtsego, MN; died 1955 in Otsego, MN.
46 . Dorothy LaPlant, born 1892 ig Otsego, MN. She married Emnest Baker
47 iii. Daisy LaPlant, born 1901 in Otsego, MN; died 1970,

19. Gertrude(Gertie)'® Hol¢ (William Henry®, Barachias?, Barachias?, Jerimiah®, John?, Samuel4, Samuel®,
Nicholas?, Thomas') was bom 1869 in Otsego, MN, and died June 02, 1950 in Otsego, MN. She martied George
Alfred Pepin, son of John Pepin. He was born Abt. 1862 in Otsego, MN.

Children of Gertrude{Gertie) Holt and George Pepin are:
43 i. Ena! Pepmn.
49 i, Gladys Pepin
50 iit. Rachel Pepin.
51 iv. Hamict Pepin.

21. Eunice Ellen!® Holt (William Henry®, Barachias®, Barachias®, Jerimiah®, John$, Sanwel, Samuel®,
Nicholas?, Thomas!) was born December 03, 1873 in Otsego, MN, and died 1913 in Otsego, MN. She married
Charies Herbert Ricker in Otseg, MN, son of Thomas Ricker and Dorcas Sherburne, He was bom September
04, 1871 in Onsego, MN, and died March 06, 1954 in Pupopskym MN.- Buried , Otsego, MN.

More About Eunice Eflen Holt:
Cause of Death: Complicatons from Kidney operation, in Mpls.

More About Charles Herbert Ricker:
Cause of Death: TB.

Child of Eunice Holt and Charles Ricker is:
+ 52 i. Earl Kenneth't Ricker, bom Apni 1S, 1900 in Otsego, MN; died October 1992 in Staples, MN-Buried,
Otsego, MN,

22. Adelia'® Holt (William Henry®, Barachias®, Barachias?, Jerimiah®, John’, Samue!*, Samuel®, Nicholas?,
Thomas') was born 1378 in Otsego, MN, and died February 06, 1967. She married Fred Orton November 20,
1901 in Otsego, MN..

Children of Adglia Holt and Fred Orton are;

53 i. Kemneth*! Orion, bomn in Otsego, MN. He married Velma
34 ii. Lelangd Orton.

55 iii. Ralph Orion.

56 iv. Loren Orton

57 v. Leslie Orton.

58 vi. Lloyd Orton.

Generation No. 11

41, Benjamin!! Holt (Sydney A_'0, William Heary®, Barachias®, Barachias?, Jerimiah$, John’, Samuel*,
Samuel®, Nicholas?, Thomas!) was born 1891. He married Rose. She was born 1892,
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Children of Benjamin Holt and Rose are:
59 i. Robert'? Holt, born 1918,
&0 il. Floyd Holt, born 1920.

§2. Earf Kenneth!! Ricker (Eunice Ellea'? Holt, William Henry®, Barachias$, Barachias?, Jerimiaht, Joho?,
Samuel, Samuel’, Nicholas?, Thomasl) was bom April 15, 1900 i Otsego, MN, and died October 1992 in
Staples, MN-Buried, Otsego, MN. He married Pearl Margaret Broadbent November 22, 1924, daughter of
John Broadbent and Lydia Mautner. She was bom September 01, 1906 in Twin Vailey, MN.

Children of Earl Ricker and Pearl Broadbent are:

6l i. Leon!® Ricker, bom Junc 21, 1925, He married Geraldine Estelle Hanson; bors 1929.

62 i Dean Ricker, born February 06, 1927. He martied (1) Reva Bileen Kincade; born 1934; died 1972 in
Peterson, IA. He married (2) Cleta; barn April 24, 1934; died December 26, 1998 in Spirit Lake, IA.

63 i, Doris Ellen Ricker, born March 02, 1930 in Pask Rapids, MN.. She married Ralph Hubert (Hinderscbeit)

Kirsch June 11, 1947 in Park Rapids, MN St Peters Cath. Church; born March 02, 1924 in Epworth, N.
Dak.; died February 03, 1993 in MpsMN. < St. Joseph Cemetery, Lino Lakes, MN..

More About Ralph Hubert (Hinderscheit) Kirsch:
Cause of Death: Heart failure.
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DESCENDANTS OF WILLIAM HENRY HOLT

1 Iwuuarn Henry Holt 1830-1888
Julia Frances Ingersoll 1841-1899
2rWillard Holt 1960-1937
Elizabeth “Lizzie" Parker 1865-19%33
3¢ Ralph E. Holt 1895-1989
\Eva Moss
Clifton Holt 1898-1914
Edwin Holt 1901-1979
2[J\lice Holt 1862-1946
william Mossman {?Willard) 1854-1927
3 I Bertha Mosman 10885
LJonn W, Trask
f Sidrey A. HMosman 18B7
“ Bessie E. Jones
Erwin E. Mosman 1889-1939
Lillian H. Richter 1894-199C
Ellen A. Mosman 1893
Everett L. Mosman 1B95-1968B
Florence Moore 1903
Willard N. Mosman 19%6-1956
Stella H. Larson 1899-1981
Byron D. Mosman 1998
Albina Moreviska 1899
John A. Mosman 1900-1961
Evelyn Hoar 1903
Preston Mosman 1901-1986
LEffie Ann Ingersoll 1903-1986
2 Bailey {?Baslin} Holt 1865
rsydney A. Holt :865-1939
{1) Clara L. Borthwick 1869-1897
- [[Benjamin A. Holt 1891
Rose Underwood 1892-1968
4 Robert Holt 1917
Floyd Holt 19J)9
3 rMary “"Mamie®™ Holt 1B93
Ivan Thomas
Alexander Boit 189S
Leslie Holt 1897
LW(2) Julia Pepin Parker 11861-1936
Florence E. Parker
Lee E. Parker
2 Minnie Holt 1866-1918
rles E. LaPlant 1865-1955
5 Guy LaPlant 1890-1955
T Dorothy LaPlant 1892-1994
Ernest Baker 1891-1994
Daisy LaPlant 1901-197¢
~ FGertrude Holt 1669-1950
4| George A. “Fred” Pepin 1062-1944
« Etta Pepin
Gladys Pepin
Rachel Pepin
Harriet Pepin
2 Harry D. Holt 1871-1952
I Bunice E. Holt 1873-1913
LCharles H.Ricker 1871-1954

3!’F.arl K. Ricker 1900-~1992
L Pearl M. Broadbent 1906
Leon Ricker
Dcan Ricker 1927
Dorzis E. Ricker 1930
Ralph H. Yirsch 1924-199)
5 Barbara Ann Kirsch
ames Day
2 (}\delia Holt 1R78-1%967
\Fred Orton
3l(enneth Orton
Leland Orton
Ralph COrton
lLoren Orton
leslie Orton
Lloyd Orton
2nbbie E. Holt 1880-1880
Unnamed twins 1881-1881
Hubert E. Holt 1884-1884
Leroy Holt 1887
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WILLIAM HENRY HOLT FARM
8982 MASON AVENUE NE OTSEGO

WILLIAM HENRY HOLT SYDNEY AUGUSTUS and
CLARA LAURA BORTHWICK HOLT

Photos courtesy of Bob Holt
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WILL and ELIZABETH PARKER HOLT

Photo courtesy of Bob Holt
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GEORGE ALFRED “rkeb" and
GERTRUDE NOILT PEPIN

DOUBLE GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Charles & Minnie LaPlant and Fred & Gertrude Pepin

$ courtesy of Bon Holt
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WILLARD and ALICE UOLT MOSMAN LORENZO (LEN)

SMITH

LORENZO SMITH FARM
8841 Mason Avenue NE

Photos courtesy of Bob Holt




EUNICE FLLEN HOLT & CHARLES H. RICKER
with son EARL (ca. 1906)

WILL HOLT'S SISTERS
Top: EUNICE and ALICE
Bottom: GERTRUDE, MINNIE & ADELIA

Pnotos couvrtesy of Barb Day
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FLOREN(;E PEAVEY & HELEN PARKER ENGSTROM at
the Ruins of the "Camp Meeting” tabernacle

Photos courtesy Bob Holt

21



MARY "MAMIE" HOLT THOMAS

Photo courtesy of Loretta MoOs

HARRY DAVID HOLT

Photo courtesy of Bob Holt
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LOCATIONS OF FAMILIES MENTIONED IN DIARY
Names are followed by Range #, Section # and Parcel # on 1894 map

Adams, Justin R. 24-13-1 Harrington, Hiram O. 24-25=5 Parker, o [ 23=29-1
" " g 24=24-4 . Joel 23=30-8 Edson L. 23-20-5
" Lydia 23-18-2 Heath, A, F. 24=15-20 " N * 23-20-9
- Oscar B. 24~13-2 Albert 24=14-11 - Edwin C. 23=20-7
. Otis C. 24=-13-2 ¥ Edward P. 24=-10-2 5 Ul &% 23-29-11
" S8 et 24=24=5 r % i 24-15-5 " Fred E. 23-29-3
= S. E. 24-26-5 - frank E. 24-10-5% - J. A, 23-19-8
" Samuel 23=-18-7 % Joel 24=14-6 Pepin, George 23-22-7
" Lyman 24~14-5 " John Jr. 23=21-3
Baker, C. F. 24-11-1 " Mary E. 24-14-3 " Wm. L. 23~22-9
o *) - 24-~14=2 y * b 24=14-13 Pippin, A. 23=15-7
i ) 24-14-9 Holt, Sidney 23=19-10
Sl P BHS 24-15~18 * W. A. 23-18-4 Rlcker, Thos. J. 23=-28=-7
Borthwick, A. J. 23-30-4 - Ve 24=26=6 L. 3 23=32=7
Brown, F. & Gould, E. 23~19-14 Humphney, A. 23-15~4 y 3 " 23-35-8
Dy L L 23-30-5 Addle 23-22-2
% 23=-23-2 Smith, Lorenzo 23-19-3
Chase, A. M. 24-24~3 . H. H. 23=22-6 Snow, G. J. 24-10-3
Colkins, Henry 23-30~1 % LR 23=-23=3 e R 24-15-6
Cooley, A. L. 23-16~5 S RIS GE. 24=22-4
k- BeeSe 23-21-7 Ingersoll, D. L. 23-19~6 ¥ Leon 23-17-3
% Ellen 23-16-4 E. E. & E. D. 24-13-7 Spencer, Martin & George24-13-8
" (1] 1] 2 4_2 4_6
Dupont, Chas. 23-19-5 % Luther 23-19-7 Thorpe, A. A. 23-21-2
k- Luther & Geozge23-18-3 i 23-21-5
Goran, Francis 24-25-3 e 24=13-6 " Ellen 23-16-2
Gorham, Constance 24=25=2
Gould, Everett & Brown  23-19-14 King, E. B. 24=13=-5 Vail, Eugene 23-20-1
o b 23-30-5 L S 24=24-2 "  Fred 23-19-11
Hallett, Fioyd 23~18=5 LaPlant, Chas. E. 23=22=5 Washburn, Amelia 24-22~7
Hamlet, Charlotte 24=-15-11 " 23=23=4 " C. A. 24~22=6
% Dana 24-15-7 L E. D. 24~23-6
= E. P. 24-15-9 McDonald, Climena 23-17~-1 " M. D. 24-23~5
" Emma L. 24=-15-19 " " 23=17-6 White, Augusta 23=22-10
L J. B. 24-15-3 McYeod, Thos. 24~16=2 Wood, Adam J. 23=29-10
" L. B. 24-15=-2 Morrill, J. W. 24-22=-9 ¥ " v 23-29-13
= o 24=15-10 " Mary 23=18=-6 - Adam J. Jr. 23=30=2
» Lizzie 24-15-12 » MR = 23=31-4
L Milton T. 24-15-8 Norton, A. T. 23-19~-12 - C. H. 23-30=3
< - 23=-31-5
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Township 121 North. Ranges 204521 West.
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EXCERPTS FROM THE DIARY
The following pages contain entries from the diary in chronological
order. Not every day is copied here. The original book is old and
very fragile. On some pages, the ink has faded and is difficult to
read. 1In the interest of preservation, the book is not available
for handling.
After studying the diary, Bob Holt, a “"one-finger" typist, selected
the most meaningful entries and produced this document. Later,
Barbara Day copied Bob's original manuscript on her computer for
this book. Barb is a great-granddaughter of Eunice Holt Ricker,
a sister of Will Holt.
Names are copied as written by the author; sometimes spelled
phonetically. Bob Holt edited the material and in some cases, he
rephrased it to make it more easily understood.
1CE DAX.
» 3 & WINDY,P
L §
" 30 ", SR LITTLE AT NIGHT.
MAY 20,15« CHEDIT L.B. 3:00
S:I0
5:25
2:68
3:35
W.A. HOLT $ 19.38

OUDY AM.CLEAR & WINDY,PM.
o§c.§,1§9o ngzgr DOWN TO ANOKA TO GET MY TOOTH FIXED, CLOUDY & COLD.

" " THE ICE STOPPED.
“ QD ow '{ AM LOAFING NOW. STOPPING AT MRS INGERSOLLS.

; sssssnaanas END OF DIARY  ansannnsuss
TYPED FROM THE ORIGINAL TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITY WITH ONE FINGER, DEC.I9S
«me BY ee-
ROBERT LEROY HOLT
THE AUTHOR OF THE DIARY WAS MY GRANDFATHER SYDNEX'S BROTHER » WIELARD:
THIS WAS I VERY INTERESTING

EXPER IENCE i

.3, T BAVE A SORE FINGKER
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June
July
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Sept,

Feb,
March
Apr.

Apr.
Apr.
May
June
June
June
June
June
June
Juns
June
June
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.

1878 Wheat heading out.
1878 Commencing Harvest

1878 Finished Harvesting
1578 Cane Heading out
1g7g Finished Haying
1878 Thrashmg done

4879 SChOOf Ciosed Clear. Pfeasam, ﬂmwing
1879 fce went out of Mississippi River. Little warmer
1879 Farming weather. Clear, and warm

targ Put wheai in, Clear, and quite warm.

1879 (GMSS) Fire Ragmg Clear and wmdy

1879 Me, chopping (Wood)

187g Done chopping
1879 Commenced Breaking (Piowing Virgin Sod)

1g7g Breaking

1879 Finished 3!20’0!!3. Wheat gTOWng ﬁast.

1879 Finished plammg

187y Commenced Cultivating.

1879 A pile of water fell 2 PM. Rained the hardest I ever see it.

187g (Sheep) Shearing done.

1879 Com growing. Hot and windy.

1879 Comn growing. Windy but hot.

1879 Wheat keading out.

1879 Camp meeting (Methodist) commenced. Clear and very hot. 99 degrees.
1a79 Fearful hot. A fearful tempest at night. Heavy thunder and lightning.
1879 Com :a.ssefbtg out.

1879 {Sugar) Cane hoed (By Hand) three times.

1979 Will £leming and me came down on a raft from Momsicello.

1879 Com silidng. Quite warm, looks like rain,

1879 Dore autivating com.

1879 Me, Binding for (Samuel) Adams.

1879 Commenced harvesting.

1479 B:’na'ing gmin.

187g Hot and sweaty

1879 Cool vind, bothers cutting wheat.

1879 Grain dry. Quite hot weatkher.

1879 Finished SIGdCfng gruain.

1879 Commenced hﬂjﬂﬂg :

1879 Dance at Jim Morrill. Commenced cutting corn, cool and cloudy.
1879 Finished hﬂ}lﬂg

1879 Finished cutting com.
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Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.

Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Qct.
Oct.
Oct.
QOct.
Oct.
Cct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nav.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Oec
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

O ~N O W -~

HY
13
14
17
19
24

y1a7g Finished thrashing (From stacks). 432 bushels of whear.
1879 fulling beans.

1879 Commenced plowing,

1879 Went to circus in Elk River.

1879 finished pulling beans.

1g7g Wilbur Ingersoll thrashing wheat.

1879 Finished stripping cane.

1a7g Commenced husking.

187¢ Windy, warm, good husking.

1879 The same. My throat is very sore.

1g79 Clear and quite cold. Heavy frost at night. Wheat worth $1.07.
1879 fine weather. Hauling beans.

1579 Cold and windy. Thrashing beans.

1879 19 Bushels of beans.

1g7g Cloudy, wet. A hail storm. Sold Black Bil. (Sp?—Bull)
1879 Me. huskmg

1879 Feaq‘zd windy, 00 cold to husk.

1879 Cloudy and disagreeable. [ have a cold.

4879 Bill Wood killed a deer. Snowed about all day.

1879 Fine husking weather. Jim and me, had lots of fun at party.
1879 Me, lathing, Norton to work here.

1879 Emma Vail went aver to Adam Woods to work.

1879 Good husking. Orion Davis hllSk!ﬂg here.

1879 Cfll?b’. No. 1 wheat worth $1.00

1879 lce running in Mississippi River.

1879 Barnhart moved.

1879 Me, chopping stove wood.

187g Dance at Spencers.

1879 A. T. Norton to work here.

1879 The bO}E got back.

1879 The ice stopped running in the River.

1879 Crutsing poor.(Estimating board feet of lumber in the woods)
1879 School commenced. Mr Rich, teacher.

1879 Lumber team gOiﬂg

1979 Poor crossing the river on the ice.

1879 Herbert Davis over.

1579 No school, teacker is sick.

1879 Charlie Tool died.

1879 Richardson died.

1879 Attended a large funeral.

1879 Emma Vail came back from Adam Woods.

1879 Butchered a kog

1879 Wheat $1.15

29
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Dec.
Oec

Jan
Jan,
Jan.
Jan
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
March
March
March
March
March
March
March
Apr
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.

Apr.
Apr.
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
June
June
June
June

26
27

17
20

27
31

23
25
27

10
22
23
26
30

12
15
16
21
25

13
14
20
21
25
27
28
29

18
16

1879 Fred Vaud and wa cleared the road. Phebe Ingersoll had a young one sick.

41880 Somefear of thaw.

1880 Borthwick child(Etecta) 1 1/2 yr. old, died. Funeral in PM.
1880 Buichered a sheep.

1880 Father(William Henry Holt) went to Minneapolis.

1880 [hawing some. School closed.

1ago Me. chopping wood from John Vail.

1880 Me, chopping wood for Summer.

1880 Me, cutning post for Samuel Adams.
1880 Me, chopping wood for Samuel Adams.
1880 Jce on river getting rotten.

1880 Me, splitting wood.

1880 B (?) ran to gur house.

1880 Rain at night. Ice went out of river.
1880 Me. fred Vail, and Ernest Ingersoll went fishing ai Pelican Lake.
1880 Me. chopping wood for Emnest Ingersofi..
1880 Put (Plant) wheai in.

1880 A colt bom.

18680 Me, chopping Elm wood.

18680 Good farming weather.

1880 Work on road.

1880 Begins to look green.

1880 Finished clearing and chopping.

1880 Went to Seneca Porters.

1880 Planted melons.

1880 We hauled manure.

1880 Finished planting corn.

1880 Breaking new ground.

1880 Me, sprouting (Potatoes).

1880 Finished sprouting.

1880 Me, burning brush.

1880 Poor Tommy Gorham drowned 11 AM.
1880 Me, made a gate.

1880 Com growing slow.

1880 Cultivating.

1880 Hoeing cane.




Junse
Jung
June
June
June
June
June

July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.

Aug.
Aug.

Sept.
Sept,
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.

16

23
24
25
26
29
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1880 Hoeing cane.

1880 Wheat heading out.

1880 Awfid hot 1o work on road.

1880 Good com weather. We cultivated.

1880 Me, hoeing. George Robertson was stabbed.

1880 Mrs. Addway died.

1880 We, hoeing con. Why is a colt like an egg?
Because it will have to be broken before it can be used.

1880 Finished hoeing. Fred Vail hauling wood.

1880 Wheat heoding out.

1880 Com growing fast.

1880 Me, mowing(Hay).

1880 Commenced haying some.

1880 Big dance at Crockers.

1880 Hot, me feel mean.

1880 Heawy rain lodged(Bent over) the wheat some.

1880 Com tasseled out.

1880 Me, mowing at home.

1880 Soper got home.

1880 Finished hoeing.

1880 We, stacking hay. School closed.

1880 Corn silking.

1880 Commenced harvesting.

1880 Finished cutting oats.

1880 Splendid harvesting.

1880 Norton helping us cradie.

1880 Com earing out,

1880 Father helping Norton stack (Grain bundles).

1880 Cane mostly all headed out.

1880 Finished cutting whea.

1880 We, stacking.

1880 Thrashing at Ingersoils with Adam Wood's machine.

1880 We stacking.

1880 Work on stable. (William Henry Holt farm) When is a window like a star?
When it is a sky light.

1880 Thrashing at Haringtons.

1880 Porter has 154 Bu. of wheat.

1880 Norton has 169 Bu. of wheat.

1880 We, thrashing at Ellen Spencers.

1880 Commenced cutting corn.

1880 Finished cutting corn.

1880 We, to work at the cane.

1880 Finished the cone. Wheat $0.80 Bu.

31
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Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.

Oct.

Oct.
Qct.
Oct.
Qct.

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nowv.

Nov.

Nov.
Nov.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec,
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

Jan.
Jan.
Jan,
Jan,
Feb.
Feb.
Feb,

17
21
22
24
29

26
27
28
29
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10

13

15

17
19

.“

10
11
13
25

12
26

1"
13

1980 Stacking.
1880 Mrs. M. P. Copp is here.

1880 Father went to Rockford.

1880 Me, sprouting.

1880 Thrashing to Kings. Why is a lady's belt like a skavanger?
Because it goes round and gathers up the waist. Why are bookeepers
like chickens? Because they have to scratch for a living,

1880 Good husking weather.

1880 Me, burning brush.

1880 Gor some sorghum(Made from the cane)home.

1880 Me, to work for Herbert Davis.

1880 John Bashaw commenced working for Herbert Davis.

1880 Good husking.

1880 Dance at Spencers.

1880 Me, husking for Herbert Davis,

1880 Fine weather. Election day.

1880 Finished work at Berts(Herbert Davis).

1880 Got my mittens.

1880 Me, husking for Ingersoli(His pacernal grandfather).

1880 Finished plowing.

1880 My tooth awful bad.

1880 Stormy, awful lonesome.

1880 Ermest Ingersoll(His cousinjleft Otsego. James W. Borthwick, age 14,
was buned,

1880 Mrs.(Sarah)Fleming awful sick. School commenced,
Edith King, teacher.

1880 Mrs. Fleming died, one thirty PM.

1880 Poor crossing (The river)

1880 Can't cross Mississippi River, water over ice.(No bridges)

1880 Clear and cold. Good crossing(now).

1880 Fine day, good sleighing.

1880 Butchered.

1880 Panty at Ingersolls

1880 Father went below.

1880 Half cloudy but cold.

1881 Fearful sharp, 30 below.

1881 Warmer, splendid sledding

1881 A litdle spelling school at Mores.

1881 My birthday.

1881 Clear, pleasant. Donation(Taken at church).
1881 Emnest Ingersoll got home from the woods.
1881 Fearful getting around the woods.
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1881

1881
1881
1881
1881
1881
1881
1881
1881
1881
1881
1881
1881
1681
1881
1881
1881
1881

1881
1861
1881
1881
1881
1881
1881
1881
1881
1881
1881
1881
1881
1881
1881
1881

1881

Wood gone, sledding good. How many shingles will it take to cover a
roof of a building 46 ft. long, each of the two sides of the roof being 20 f.
wide, allowing each shingie 1o be 4 inches wide and 3 inches to the
weather? Multiply 46 by 40 = 1840 times 144 = 264960 divided by 20 =
answer,

School closed, my last term.(He was 21 years old)

Went to Buffalo.

Town meeting.

Me, had a fearful headache.

Me, hauling wood.

1 bought my cross cut saw.

Me, working for Eli King.

Me, to work for Adam Wood.

Hard wheeling(Going with wagons).

Warmer, river crossing getting poor.

Getting wood in the clearing.

Jim Morrill commenced putting in wheat.

Ice went out of Mississippi River.

Made a Harrow,

1 took some Plum irees up.

Mrs. A. Brothwick buried at age 35.(Lydia Hicks, maiden name)

Me, hauling stumps, What is the interest on $260.00 for 9 months and
3 days at 6%. 260 divided by 12 =2166 times 6 =1.2996 times 9.1 =
11.896 answer.

School commenced, Miss Lizzie Featherstone, teacher.

Finished putting wheat in.

Herman Trouch killed Hoffman.

Trees begin to look green.

Plum trees in blossom.

Raised the kiln house.

Cleaning out the grove.

Me, cutting sprouts.

We, hoeing potaioes.

Camp meeting commenced.

We, mowing weeds.

Ernest Ingersoll got his life insured.

Me, to work for Mr. Adam Wood.

Wheat commenced to head out.

Jesse Adams married. (18 years old)

Clear and hot. Com growing. What is the interest on $34.25 for 3 years
and 8 months, 15 days at 5% ? 34.25 divided By 12 = 2.844 times .05 =
1.4970 times 44.5 = $6.35 (answer)

President Garfield shot.
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July 3 1881 Wheat most all headed out.

July 4 1881 Dance at Otsego.

July 8 188t Com growing fast.

July 19 1881 Mary Bouchy had a girl.

July 26 1881 Commenced harvesting.

Aug. 2 1881 Fearful hot. Dance at the brick yard.

Aug. 3 1881 Wind bothers cradling.

Aug. 7 1881 Finished burning brick. .
Aug. 11 1881 Finished cutting wheat. Fearful hot.

Aug. 12 1881 Commenced stacking wheat (Wheat bundles).

Aug. 15 1881 Firished stacking wheat.

Aug. 17 1881 Semey Peavey died at night,

Aug. 18 1881 Me, cradling for Porter.

Aug. 19 1881 Semey Peavey buried.

Aug. 20 1881 Me, mowing along brook.

Aug. 21 1881 M. Adams had a bay.

Aug. 22 1881 Commenced haying.

Aug. 23 1881 Bigdance at brick yord.

Aug. 28 1881 We, stacking hay.

Aug. 29 188t Tore the shed down.

Aug. 30 1881 Work on the cellar (Witlam Henry Holt farm).

Aug. 31 1891 Com most ripe.

Sept. 1 1881 Frank Ingersoil commenced to lay brick.(In cellar)

Sept. 3 1881 Norton to work here. School meeting at night.

Sept. 8 1881 Cutting comn,

Sepl. 9 1881 George(?) and Orin Peavey went in the woods.

Sept. 11 1881 At work on the cellar. Grandmother(Nancy) Woods got home,age 63.
Sept. 12 1881 Slink(Lincoin Davis) and Ed Weod (Edward) went into the woods
Sept. 13 1881 Frank Ingersoll finished the cellar.

Sept. 14 1881 Went to Buffalo.

Sept. 16 1881 Otis Adams went into the woods (Age 23).

Sept. 17 1881 Cuting com.

Sept. 18 1881 M. Elizabeth Weaver, age 49, died.

Sept. 19 1881 Me, working for Adam Wood.

Sept. 20 1881 Finished cutting com.

Sept. 24 1881 Gerting out stuff for the (horse) stable.

Sept. 26 1881 Mrs. Mary Vail very sick (wife of John Vail, mother of Fred Vaid).
Sept. 27 1881 Fred Vail helped me on the stable.

Sept. 28 1881 Jessie Sherman's body buried,

Sept. 30 1881 Dance at Joe Parker Sr. at night.

Oct. 1 1881 Mrs. Thorp and Mrs. Vail are very sick.
Oct. 2 1881 John Pepin married Nellie Parker.
Oct. 3 188t Dance at Finley McNeils.
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Commenced digging potatoes.

We, thrashed.

Finished thrashing here and went home.

Darce at Harringtons at night.

Emest Ingersoll got home from the railroad

Mrs. Thorp very low.

Me, hauling cane,

Jim Bouchet (age 21} left here.

Charlie Jameson died. -
Got the sorghum home. (Probably had the cane processed eisewhere)
Me, plowing.

Dance at Pearson Goulds.

Me, husking com.

Mother(Mrs. William Henry Holt) went to Rockford.
Fred Vail laid His stable up.
Thrashing at Harringtons,

Thrashing at Porters.

Good day. Dance at Spencers, [ had a splendid time.
Thrashing at Ingersolls

Me, plowing.

Thrashing with Adam's steamer for Heath.

Had a g00d time at the dance at Adam Woods,

Me, thrashing for Sylvester Violet.

Fred Vail and me hired for the woods.

Dance at Eustache Bouchets at night.

Fred Vail and me staried for the woods.

Staned from Brairard camp.

Went 10 the other camp.

Fred quit tending the Go-Devil,

Nine horses came up.

commenced hauling logs.

1882 My birthday.

1882 Me, sawing down trees.

1882 went over the lake to work.

1882 [ hurt my eye.

1882 We came back on this side of the lake again.
1882 We went back across the lake to work again

1882 Fearful snowy day. We quit work about 2 PM. Snowed about 6 inches.
1882 Stormy and warm. It snowed about 10 inches, all together 9 feet raw.

1882 Snowed about 2 inches at night. The cook kft.
1882 We went (o the Taye camp.
1882 Fearful snow siorm. Snowed all night. I got to camp at 3 FM,

3S
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March 21
March 28
Apr. 3
Apr. 6
Apr. 8
Apr. 10
Apr. 12
Apr. 14
Apr. 17
Apr. 18
Apr. 21
Apr. 25
Apr. 26
May 3
May 6
May 9
May 12
May 15
May 16
May 19
May 23
May 25
June 2
June 3
June 5
June 7
June 12
June 14
June 15
June 19
June 24
July 1
July 4
July 5
July 6
July 10
Juty 12
July 14
July 16
July 17
July 20
July 25

1882
1882
1882
1882
1882
1882
1882
1882
1882
1882
1882
1882
1882

1882
1882
1882
1882
1882
1882
1882

Quite warm, about 3 feet of snow in the woods.

Me, scouring the head works.

Snow going fast, lots of water on the loke.

Me, fix boom sticks.

Rainy, left camp.

We got home to Otsego from the woods.

Fred Vail went on the drive(Floating the logs down river),

Got my suit of clothes.

Me, helping A.T. Norton split posts. A fine day.

Me, helping Adam Wood. Warm and hazy.

Me, picking over potatoes. Cold and chilly.

Me, commenced work for Charlie Washbumn.

Commenced putting in wheat. Wilbur Ingersoll has got a house built west of
the Fleming place,

Dance 10 Jim Morrils, had a good time. Simon Hunt married.
Me, plowing. Quit work for Charlie Washburn.

Me, commenced work for Ingersoll. Rainy.

Fred Vail got home from the drive. Cold and windy, ground very wel.
Nice day. Me, to work for Eli King.

Fine day. Me io plant corn for Ingersoil.

Dance at Joe Parker Sr. Cloudy and showery .

1882 A fittle warmer. Wheat looking green.

1882
1882
1882
1882
1882
1882
1882
1882
1882
1882

Commenced work in the brick yard. Trees getting quite green.
Cold and half cloudy. A bad day to strike brick.

Finished planting corn.

Father finished planting.

Hot, a good brick day.

Me, to work on the road.

Camp meeting commenced.

Fred Vail got His horse.

People cultivating com. George Colbath married,

Frank Ingersoil sold out.

1882 Just set out the 6th hole in the brick kiln.
1882 Splendid day. Dance at Otsego. Adam Wood got it up.

1882

Nice day. Wheat commenced 1o head out.

1892 Rainy day. Whole crew lazed up.(Brick yard crew)

1882
1882
1882
1882
1882
1862
1882

Mary King died of consumption. Bill Wood married.
Cloudy and very cool. My head aches very bad PM.
Dance in front of Stevens, good time.

Frank Ingersoll traded horses.

Mrs. Brown's cousin up.

Good hay weather, corn silking out.

Fearful hot, heavy wind in PM. Quite a shower at night.
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Oct.
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Sept.
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1882 Lincoln Davis married Alice Perrie.

1882 Frank Brown and Letty Parker were married,

1882 Stacking hay. Hot and quite a shawer.
1882 [ got my watch at night.

1882 Hot. Commenced harvesting. School closed, Dot Davis, Teacher.
1882 Me, working binding for Ingersoll. Very hot.

1882 Fearful hot. Adam Wood helping me.

1882 Herbert Davis stayed here all night, Heavy shower at night.
1882 Hot. Got my boots muggy.

1882 Fearful hot. Me, driving,

1882 Terrible hot. Me, to work for King harvesting.

1882 Terrible hot. Finished stacking wheat. Mr. King helping us.
1882 Quite cool. Mr. King finished cutting wheat.

1882 Fairday. Mr King mowing for Adams. Got my shint,
1882 Nice day. King finished stacking.

1882 Me, working for King by month, Fine cool day. *

1882 Father finished haying.

1882 Levi Copp up here.

1882 Went to the fair. Nice day.

1882 Fearful hot. Fearful dry.

1882 King plowing com.

1882 Me, commenced cutting com for King. Plowing, awful dry.
1882 Father piling logs. Nice and cool.

1882 [ cut my knee bad.

1882 Big crowd here for melons. Very hot.

1882 Cuiting cane. Norton quit work on the (Otsego} store.
1882 Rosco Washburn buried.

1882 (Genny cutting comn here.

1882 My leg is better. Fearful dry.

1882 Neal Washbum started for Dakora.

1882 Mother and grandma went to Rockford.

1882 Lorin King went to Rices to work in the mill.

1882 Me, lathing.

1882 Ingersoll thrashing. Fred Vaik went to Dakota.

1882 [ had my tooth broken off. Cloudy and rairy.

1882 Father thrashed. He had 301 bushels.

1882 Heavy showers. Awful windy.

1882 King thrashing. Jute with Heath's stearmer.

1882 King finished thrashing. He had 312 bushels.

1882 { bought my gloves.

1882 Adelia Washburn (Age 23) died (or 15th). Wheat 30.94 a bushel.
1882 Me to work for the Ingersolls, digging potatoes.

1882 Finished digging potatoes.
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Qct. 18 1882 Splendid husking weather. A good night.

Oct. 19 1882 Niceday. Wheat §1.00 per bushel.

Oct. 20 1882 Danceat Goulds. | had a very good time. Nice day.

Oct. 23 1882 Fine day for husking.

Oct. 26 1882 Annie Smith came up. Frank went to Mpls. I broke my watch.
Ot 26 1882 Gor my watch fixed.

Oct. 27 1882 Elmer getting ready for the woods. Party at Vails.

Oct. 28 1882 [ started for the woods. Cold and windy

Oct. 29 1882 Started from Rices.

Oct. 31 1882 Got to camp. Cold AM. Awful bad road.

Nov. 3 1882 Elmer went to Rices.

Nov. 4 1882 Me commenced to make shakes. Rainy all night.
Nov. 6 1882 Malking shakes. Cloudy and warm.

Nov. 8 1882 Elmer got back from Rices. Clear, very fine day.
Nov. 9 1882 Commenced building the camp.

Nov. 10 1882 Chilly to work on the camp.

Nov. 14 1882 Five men came to camp(to work). Cloudy and quite warm.
Nov. 20 1882 Elmer digging rocks. Nice day.

Nov. 21 1882 Me and Ernest making a Deacon seat.

Nov. 22 1882 [stuck a needle in my hand. Snowed at night.

Nov. 23 1882 [started for home. Clear, cold and windy.

Nov. 24 1882 [gotio Elk River at night. A little warmer.

Nov. 25 1882 Chopping bee at (Widow) Goodwins. Thawing.

Nov. 28 1882 Frank moving his barn. Elliot and Lorin King chopped com.

Dec. 1 1882 Bought my leggings.

Dec. 4 1882 Noschool today. Ice stopped running.

Dec. S 1882 A. T. Norton raised his bamn. Vail got his horse.
Dec. 6 1882 Will Ingersolf amived.

Dec. 7 1882 Clearand cold. 24 below.

Dec. 13 1882 Me and Will Fleming got to camp.

Dec 14 18682 Commenced work again in the woods. Clear and cold,
Dec. 18 1882 Me, commenced tending Go-devil. Cloudy and warm.
Dec. 19 1882 Nasty weather. Tending the Go-devil.

Dec. 21 1882 Lonin had a row last right.

Dec. 22 1882 Me, started for home again.

Dec. 25 1882 Christmas tree at Ingersolls. Had a good time.

Dec. 27 1882 Party at Stevens.

Dec. 28 1882 Elmerwent into the woods. Cloudy and chilly.

Dec. 29 1882 Wilbur's horse died.

Dec. 30 1882 Arnther Cooley died.

Dec. 31 1882 Me, taken sick.

Jan. 17 1883 Father hauling logs for Wilber.
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1883 Terrible cold. 36 below.

1883 My(23rd) birthday.

1883 Herbert home. Thawing.

1883 Lorin King stayed here all night.

1883 [ went up to the Ingersoils.

1883 [went to the Wilbers for the first time.

1883 Ingersoll killed two hogs. Moderate weather.

1883 Magic lantern show. Frank Ingersoll killed his horse.

1883 Morrells borders left.

1883 Small pox raging up river.

1883 Me over to court. Rhub Lozd(Loyd?) died from heart disease.

1883 Cammol got his sentence.

1883 May More went home.

1883 Herbert brought his compass over. School closed, Miss Kinney teacher.

1883 Norton cut his leg.

1883 Will Ingersoll went to Mpls. Mr. McDermid got home from Maine,

1883 Mr. King's horse got a kicking,

1883 Ingersoll getting up stove wood.

1883 Moggie Heath living at Wilbers. Nimble taken lame.

1883 Laura Peavey gave birth to a young son(Orin). Me helping Ingersoll cut stove
wood.

1883 Snow settling some. Looks bke a storm. Roads getting bad.

1883 Nimble getting worse.

1883 Fred Vail hauling cord wood,

1883 Herbert Davis went up country.

1883 Dance at Hamiet's, hod a good time.

1883 Nimble betcer. Thawing some

1883 Me. commenced work for Lorenzo Smith.

1883 Wilber's cow had a calf. No frost in the ground in the woods

1883 Lorenzo Smith went to Mpls. Warm wind, snow settling,

1883 Town meeting day. Harning elected Postmaster.

1883 He left again to Ingersolls. I lazed up, my head aches.

1883 Fineday. Me, chopping for Smith. Eimer got home from the woods.

1883 Quite warm. Roads getting bad. I quit work for Lorenzo Smith.

1883 Very warm. Snow going fast. Me, to work for Ingersoll hauling manure.

1683 A dance at Mr. Goodwins. 14 below, Ernest got home from the woods. Adam
Wood and Adarn(Samuel?}had a row.

1883 Sidney and Alice(Brother and sister) went to Mpls.

1883 Lorenzo Smith moved out. Awfil crust on the snow in the woods.

1883 Me, cutting stove wood. Cleor nice day

1883 Sidney got home from Mpls. Me , chopping wood.

1883 Oneand 1/2 fi. of snow in the woods now.

1883 My eyes sore. Clear and thawing.
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March 28
March 29
March 30
Apr, 2
Apr. 4
Apr. 6
Apr. 7
Apr. g
Apr. 9
Apr. 10
Apr, 11
Apr. 12
Apr. 14
Apr. 15
Apr. 16
Apr. 17
Apr. 18
Apr. 19
Apr. 20
Apr. 21
Apr. 22
Apr. 23
Apr. 24
Apr. 25
Apr. 27
Apr. 28
Apr. 29
Apr. 30
May 2
May 3
May 4
May S
May 6
May 9
May 10
May 11
May 12
May 14
May 15
May 16

1883 My eyes sore. Clear and thawing.

1883 Alice got home from Mpls Roads awful bad.

1883 Brick school house at Elk River, burned.

1883 Will Mosman arrived at Otsego from the woods. Dance at Ingersolls, very nice time.

1883 Weare to work at the wood pile. { have a bad cold.

1883 Begins to look like farming

1883 Charlie Wood was married,

1883 Joe Martin got home from the woods. Snow most all gone.

1883 Wilber Ingersoll finished his well. Lorenzo Smith went to Mpls. lce is out of
Mississippi River.

1883 Terrible snow storm. About 8 inches. Thundered a little, warm.

1883 Loren King went on a dnive. Beautiful morning. Srow going fast.

1883 Started to rain about 8 AM.

1883 Mr. McDonald farming on Mr. Wood's place. Grass getting green

1883 Had a sing at Ingersolls.

1883 Frank Ingersoll laid up with his cut foot. Alice went back 1o Houltons(To work).
Got the ferry in the river at Otsego.

1883 Finished sawing stove wood, Fred Vail commenced farming for Smith.

1883 Father commenced to put wheat. Don't freeze anty nights now.

1883 Joe McDonald tending ferry. Very fine day.

1883 Noron weighs 204 LBS. Smith went to Mpls. Rain most all day.

1883 Sing at Stevens. Finished the wood pile. Terrible windy.

1883 Ferry wire broke. freeze quite hard last right. Snowed about 2 inches.

1883 Miss Sally Morrell commenced teaching school. Bought my frock.

1883 Father exchanging work with Emest Ingersoll. Folks farming now.

1883 Lorenzo Smith commenced on his cellar. [ helped Emest. Nice day.

1883 Commenced work for King.

1883 King came to put in wheat. A little cooler.

1883 A very nice day.

1883 About the same.

1883 Mr. C. Cord running Lorenzo Smith's lines out(Surveying)

1883 Fixing fences for King,

1883 Father finished putting in wheat. Going (o Kings.

1883 Me, grubbing stumps, Very nice day

1883 Will Ingersoll up on a visit. Clear and warm.

1883 The boys enlarging their brick yard, Bertha Stertavant died

1883 School commenced, Ellen Cooley teacher. Mrs. McDonald arrived at Otsego from
Nova Scotia,

1883 The funeral took place at my cousin Bertha

1883 Clear and warm. Wheat commencing to look some green,

1883 Finished working for King. Very heavy frost.

1883 Went 1o Elk River. Emest commenced corn planting.

1883 Mary White very sick. The bays trying their brick machine.
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May 17 1883 Father built 120 rods of wire fence this spring.
Me, building fence out by Vails.

May 18 1883 Emest bought his buggy. Showery

May 19 1883 Trees leafing out slow.

May 20 1883 Heavy frost at nigh.

May 21 1883 Me, planting com for McDonald. Clear and cool,

May 22 1883 Frostat night. Plum trees are in blossom. Broken weather. Dance at Goodwins,
Jair time.

May 23 1883 Herbent Davis staried up river again. Fanmers are planting.

May 24 1883 Quite a scare about small pox. Me, making corn ground.

May 25 1883 Finished planting com. A little wanmer.

May 26 1883 /commenced work in the brick yard.

May 27 1883 Will Ingersoll and Mr. Pineo up.

May 28 1883 Small Pox raging in Frankfor:,

May 30 1883 Fearful heavy frast at night.

June 1t 1883 They commenced to build a rest house in Elk River.

June 2 1883 Fred Trustey was moved to the rest house. Very cold.

June 6 1883 Me, to work on the road. Very cold. Ed Phelps died yesterday
June 8 1883 Pretey cloudy and warm. Poor drick weather.

June 9 1883 Eventhing looks green. Cloudy and cool.

Fred trustey was buried. He died from small pox.
June 12 1883 Verycool. Com very backward.
June 13 1883 Niceday. Me sick. |
June 14 1883 About the same weather, but windy. Very nice brick day.
June 1S 1883 Eimer had to quit work. Rainy AM. , Hot PM. Martin Spencer sold his team.
June 18 1883 Mrs. Seneca Porter(Mary age 59) is very sick.
June 18 1883 Me, pealing bark.
June 19 1881 Struck {0 rows of brick this AM. Clear very nice day.
June 20 1883 Hauty King at Eli Kings.
June 21 1883 Mrs. Porter died 10 AM. We, striking brick, splerdid kot day.
June 23 1883 Eban Davis got his cart wheel fixed. Light showers AM. Cool.
June 24 1883 Cora Goss up.
June 26 1883 Mr. Briggs at Monticello drowned.
June 27 1883 Hot Hot Hot
June 30 1883 Fearful hot. good breeze, warm wind.

July 2 1883 Cora Goss at the brick yard. Very Ho.
July 3 1883 [ bouglt my coai. Awful hot.
July 4 1883 Dance in Adam Woods grainery at night.
July S 1883 Wheat most headed out. Hot, rain a lot night.
July 7 1883 Mosman at work for Adam Wood. Nice Breeze.
. July 8 1883 George McDonald and Harrington had a fight. Corn backwards.
July 9 1883 Everest Gould commenced work in the brick yard . Quite hot.

. July 12 1883 Ots and George and Henry Caulkins started for Waskingror Territory.
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1883 McDonald having her triai.

1883 Mr. Stevens moved from Otsego. Mrs. Smiih sent forth another boy. (Cliny)

1883 They put fire in the Kiln at night.

1883 [set up to the brick kiln. Quite hot.

1883 Heard from Brown. Fearful hot and muggy.

1883 Emest cut his knee.

1883 { set up to the brick kiln.

1883 Har McDonaid to work for Smith.

1883 Corn growing very fast.

1883 Finished burning five AM.

1883 Dance to John Pepins.

1883 Brick yard crew hunting for Ed Wood.

1883 The raspberries are very thick this year.

1883 Old lady McDonald died 3 AM. today.

1883 They found Ed Wood.

1883 We tried the rock(?).

1883 Com badly behind.

1883 Elmer sick again.

1863 Awfil poor brick weather.

1883 Frank Brown hurt his foot.

1883 [ bought my shoes.

1883 Elliot King studying for a doctor.

1883 Two holes done.

1883 Father commenced harvesting. Poor brick weather.

1883 Father got his Waterburry watch.

1883 Awful heavy rain and wind. Lightning struck Plummers bamn.

1883 Loutse Caulkin gave birth to a young girl. Helped father harvest.

1883 Some corn is in the milk.

1883 Ed Morrison after brick.

1883 Fatker finished cutting whea!.

1883 The crew went cranberrying.

1883 Camp meeting commenced.

1883 Fearful heavy frost at night.

1883 We striking brick.

1883 Camp meeting closed.

1883 Cloudy and cold. Corn crop near failure,

1883 The boys sold 43,000 bricks.

1883 Commenced hauting brick.

1883 Sing to grandfathers. Carry Pickard down ikere.

1883 Awjful dry, warm,

1883 Strildng brick. George Plummer at work on Pickard's house. Mr. Pickard
going to build a house on the Barnes place.

1883 Everest Gould and Nell Goodwin were married,
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Sept. 22 1883 Elmer and me are picking clay. Drisly.

Sept. 25 1883 Old man Perry died. Ernest commenced thrashing.

Sept. 27 1883 Father throshing. He had 345 BU.

Sept. 28 1883 Alice Davise lost her son. It was about § days old. Dance to Frank Browns.
Sept. 29 1883 John Vail has soid his farm to Fred. Very cold.

Oct. 3 1883 Emest went home with Carry Pickard, Put fire in the kiln,
Qct. 4 1883 Elmer and me 10 see Peavey set up the brick kiln.

Oct. 7 1883 Frank and me set up the brick kiln.

Oct. 8 1883 [quit work in the brick yard at noon. Cloudy. quite hot.
Oct. 9 1883 [/stared for the woods.

Oct. 13 1883 Building camp. Bill Wood shot himself accidently.
Oct. 17 1883 We moved into new camp. Cold rained most all night.
Oct. 23 1883 Commenced work on the main road.

Oct. 25 1883 Me swamping on the main road.

Oct. 31 1883 Me swamping for Go Devil, and building skidways.
Nov. 4 1883 Mrs. Sherry (?) arrived at camp.

Nov. 7 18683 Me and Blathe(?) making skidways. 1
Nov. 17 1883 Will Mosman and Alice Holt married. Swamp froze quile hard.
Nov. 20 1883 [got my watch back.

Nov. 26 1883 Building horse shovel.

Dec. 2 1883 Mr. Dwellie came.

Dec. 3 1883 [ broke my double bitted axe.

Dec. 4 1883 George Eddy went home, |
Dec. 6 1883 Cloudy ond rainy. We laved up PM.

Dec. 7 1883 [wrenched myleg. Cloudy, quite windy and snow.

Dec. 15 1883 Discharged Blake and Hiram.
Dec. 17 1883 Commenced hauling logs.

Oec. 22 1883 Will Ingersol! sold his watch.
Dec. 24 1883 Mrs. Dwellie arrived at camp.
Dec. 26 1883 Joe guit chopping at night.

Dec. 27 1883 Four horse teams come at night.

Jan. 2 1884 [ commenced swamping main road. Mr. Morrell's house burned ai nighi.
Jan. 6 1884 G Green ond Jim come,
Jan. 9 1884 Jack hurt his foot.

Jan. 15 1884 [gor my moose hide moccasins. About 8 inches of snow now.,

Jan. 17 1884 Peavey lost a horse at night. Fine day.

Jan. 27 1884 Joseph McDonald and Carrie Pickard were married. Cloudy & warm.
Feb. 1 1884 Building another horse shovel.

Feb. 13 1884 Larry Peavey and his wife arrived.

Feb. 25 1884 Herbert and Eben went to Canada a cruising.

March 4 1884 Mr. Ross came back. About 18 inches of snow now.

March S 1884 Will Ingersoll went down river.
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1884 Will Ingersoll went down river.

16884 [ got my time.

1884 [ got home from the woods.

1884 Clear, cold, and quite windy. The roads are awful bad.

1884 [ and Ermest & Elmer & Will Ingersoll went to Minneapolis.

1884 Otsego is flooded with cord wood this spring.

1884 Mr. Monroe has been staying at Wilbers this winter.

1884 Andrew Davis had a stroke of Paralysis in his face, better now.

1884 [ gor my fine(? )boots fixed.

1884 Lincoin Davis building a house in Otsego.

1884 Commenced sawing wood at the door for summer. Wil Mosman settled.

1884 Ben(?)ingshrde(?) boarding at grandfathers, with old man Wood.

1884 Bill lzote(?) living at Mr. Adams. Emest fdng my saw.

1884 Snow going very fast & making lots of water & awful bad roeds.

1884 1 got my shoes sent by express.

1884 Dance at Len Smiths. [ helped Pickard. About 8 inches of snow in woods.

1884 Dance at Pickards. Lots of whiskey there.

1884 Mit (?) Shaffner and his wife up at Wilbers.

1884 Clear nice day. Ice went out. Looks considerably like farming.

1884 Emest and Elmer started out for the drive.

1884 [ helped Bill Kute(?) build his log house. Joe got his ferry in.

1884 Mr. Morrell moved back on his farm.

1884 Bill Jones working for Len Smith. Warmest day we've hod this spring.

1884 Mrs. Monroe and Frank stopped at Wilber's now.

1884 Finished our wood pite.

1884 Jim Morrells little boy died.(Wilber age 4). I and Will Mosman and my
brother, Sid , and father went to Livona.

1884 Father commenced seeding. Will Mosman commenced work for Frank ond
Eben Ingersoll. A funeral for Jim Morrell's little boy.

1884 [ commenced work for grandfather. Snow all gone.

1884 [ am grubbing stumps. Looks like rain.

1884 Frark Monroe and me grubbing stumps.

1884 [ had my tooth pulled. Fearful windy, very disagreeable.

1884 Water very low in river.

1884 Finished seeding. Beautiful calm day. Good time to burn brush.

1884 Father went 10 Buffalo to get examined,

1884 Awful smokey. A light in the sky was seen. Elmer got home with(?).

1884 [ am done work on the basement.

1884 Cloudy and rainy, just commencing to ook a very green.

1884 The river commencing to raise.

1884 Emest got home from the drive, Herb Davis & Fred Corey went Cruising.

1884 Leon Snow has rented old man Cooley farm this summer, water quite high on
Mississippi River.
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1884 The Carpenters commenced puiting on Ingersoll's cornices.
School commenced, Mr. Doran, Teacher

1884 Grandpa commenced laying brick in the basement.

1884 Ernest Ingersoll has got the mumps.

1884 The Carpenters are at work shingling Ingersoll's house.

1884 Father has got 2 acres grubbed this spring. Will Mosmar and Eben
Ingersoll are a bricking.

1884 Clear nice day, quite windy. Nice time to burn brick. Trees look green.

1884 Elmer started for Leech Lake a cruising. Frost at night,

1884 [ am tending Mason. Nice day.

1884 Mrs. Washburn very low.

1884 We finished the brick work in the basement. Very hot.

1884 John Vail is working for Martin Spencer this summer. Beautiful day.

1884 The plum trees are in blossom. Light shower A M.

1884 George breaking for winter.

1884 Amacy ? Fisk is working for Eli King.

1884 | commenced working for Martin Spencer.

1884 Me, woriing for Len Smith building wire fences. Clear and hot.

1884 [ & Wil Fleming taking out a raft jor Mort Spencer.

1884 Bam raising at David Ingersolls. [ went down to Champlin to work for
Spencers.

1884 We quit work at half past two. Heavy showers, some thunder and lightning.
1884 George McDonald went home from Champlin sick. I went down to the brick

yard on a raft from Champlin. Very fine day.
1884 Heavy showers at nighi. Considerable thunder and lightning.
1884 [ quit work for Mart Spencwer.
1884 Father got his harvester home. Heavy showers ard lightning.
1884 [ commenced work in the brick yard. Hot and windy.
1884 Terrible hot. Up to Jim Morrells.
1884 Looks fike a shower. Hot at night but cooler when the wind sprung.
1884 Fearful hot. Awful heavy shower.

1884 Eben has got the mumps. Me and Ben & Will Mosman hoeing on the break.

1884 Eli King has got his barn dore. Terrible hot.

1884 Wheat heading out on the praifie.

1884 Henry Caulikins got home from Washington. The boys are losing lots
of brick by cracking.

1884 Elmer Ingersoll got home from cruising. Terribie hot.

1884 Frank commenced to build a shed 1o dry bricis in.

1884 We put some brick in the shed. Gus Higgins house & child burned.

1884 Mr. Morrell building a new house.

1884 Eve Gould & Frank Brown had a dance on the platform at night.

1884 Edith Fleming to work for Will Mosman this week. A good time.

1884 [ went to circus at Elk River tonight. Very nice day.
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1884 Minnie & Gertie went a blue berrying with the Pickards team.

1884 [hurt my side. Will Mosman & me picking clay.

1884 Lots of rasberries this year. Nice day.

1884 Wil Mosman layed up. Quule hox.

1884 Ron got back from the drive. He got 102 days.

1884 [ went to the Mill Pond re-union. (A soldier re-union)

1884 Father cormenced to cut Mr. Adam's Qats. Am with the harvesters.

1884 People are commenc